programmes, as these need to give the students elementary preparation in order to be able to take part in such activities.
All of the test cases performed showed the need of partial physical co-location and interaction for their long-term workability. This means that for any of the collaborative activities the "meeting" of participants is a key factor for success. Another important enhancement is provided by the good balance of private and public funding, and governance. Governance should mirror the bodies and their interests involved in projects in order for balance to be kept for all members; GAST has applied a four-layer approach.
One of the applications which are already known and that came into existence recently are KICs, which have not completely started operation, but are being prepared for launch at the moment.
What seems to be crucial in any academic-industry co-operation is the person acting as the interface; this person raises the benefits of all involved. On the other hand, the commitment of members in supporting the mutual interest is another key part.
Altogether, along with partner projects, GAST has shown that international cooperation is an inevitable part of future professional work in the automotive industry, either in development or in mass production.
Currently, the EC is taking action leading towards the introduction of new schemes of cooperation within Europe, and hopefully will respect the recommendations resulting from these four activities.
